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Troop 243 Outings & Activities – In November we start off a series of meetings that will be a draw for all.  We will receive demonstrations related to the safe application of welding skills.  Safety will obviously be our key issue with plain fun and fascination being close behind.  We are just really lucky to have adult leaders who are skilled and equipped in this expertise.  We will also head to an off site meeting at the CDC as part of our medical topic meetings.  Scouting for Food is always a highlight this time of year and will be again.  A court of honor, several opportunities for important adult training pop up and we end the month with a meeting right before Thanksgiving that is all fun.  I’m talking about the completely optional but always fun, game night.  

Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Field/Class A uniforms are expected for all troop meetings while class B uniforms are ok for patrol meetings.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.  SERVICE PATROLS should arrive 15 minutes early to set up for the meeting.
November 5th, 7:00 – Troop meeting @ Welding Skills.  The Service Patrol is Nuclear Squirrels. 

November 12th, Time Uncertain PM – Meet off site at the CDC.  There is no service patrol.
November 19th, 7:00 – 8:30 PM – Court of Honor. Based on the scout’s last name, B through H are asked to bring a desert while, J through Z are asked to bring a drink.  Please avoid desserts with tree nuts such as peanuts.  Service Patrol is Phantom.

November 26th, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meeting game night – there is no service patrol.

Training – One of the things that Troop 243 will long bring to the table is a trained group of leaders and scouts.  We continue to encourage our adults to comply with the BSA requirements not because BSA wants us to do so.  We push them because BSA offers valuable techniques and knowledge that helps us maintain a safe and high quality program.  Included in the cost of the dues that every boy pays is a component that pays for this adult training.  We greatly appreciate our adults’ commitment to this training and to the troop.

Scouting for Food – Every year Troop 243 working with Pack 756 participates in Scouting for food.  Every year we direct the results of our efforts to the SEAM site located on Six Mile Lane.  We depart from St. Barnabas on November 15th to distribute fliers to each resident’s home who lives in the territory assigned to us.  On November 22nd we regather and depart St. Barnabas at 10:00 to collect the non-perishable items residents leave for us.  SEAM is very dependent on the large collection that Troop 243 and Pack 756 produces.  
Support our Busses!– Please remember to register your Kroger Plus card and continue to support Friends of Troop 243.  That includes asking friends and relatives to register their Kroger rewards card to benefit Troop.  Here is what we need you to do. 
A.  Go to: http://krogercommunityrewards.com/
to register your Kroger Plus card and designate “Friends of Troop 243”, organization number 11179 as the beneficiary of your purchase credits.
For detailed instructions, go to: http://troop243.com/kroger 

B.  When you shop at Kroger, be sure to have them scan your Kroger Plus card, so that “Friends of Troop 243” will receive purchase points for your shopping.  NOTE:  This does not affect your own points towards fuel discounts.
The Thornton’s program remains in place as is so if you need a Thorntons card please contact Frank Hulsman or Bruce Bohn.  Last but not least, we have aluminum can collection trailers at both St. Barnabas and St. Pius.  Please drop your aluminum off for us to have recycled.  

Troop Leadership Meetings – The Patrol Leader Council will meet on November 23rd at 4:00 in St. Barnabas’ annex.  Assistant Scoutmasters will meet at 7:00 on Monday November 24th with the troop committee meeting following that meeting at 8:00.  All meetings Monday evening will be done by 9:00, are held in the St. Barnabas Annex and are open to everyone.
Fun!  Our Latest Eagle Scout!

We want to congratulate our latest Eagle Scout, Trevor Weikel!  The scouting tradition was brought alive and maintained with pride as a member of St. Pius’ Troop 342.  We are proud that Trevor chose to continue his path to attaining Eagle rank with our troop and are now proud that he reached his goal.  Don Price who was a leader of Troop 342 organized the recognition of his achievement.  Trevor’s Eagle Court of Honor was held in the St. Pius X church then moved into the John Paul II Academy cafeteria for refreshments.  Both Troop 342 and Troop 243 will proudly add Trevor to our plaques listing our Eagle scouts and you will already find his name on our troop web page listed with all the other Troop 243 Eagle Scouts.
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To the left, Trevor proudly stands with the leader of his much respected home Troop 342, Don Price, as well as Todd Early, our  own Scoutmaster.  





Above you see Trevor celebrating with his current fellow troop members who composed his Color Guard; Chris Early, Ken Botner, Nik Jansing and Zack Reilly.  To the left we see Trevor eating his celebration cake like any proud Eagle Scout would, with his face.  Congrats Trevor we are all proud of you no matter how you eat your cake!








